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	[Name] 
President, [Local Name]
	Good [morning/afternoon], everyone.

Thank you for joining us today as we kick off this year’s Fill the Boot campaign. My name is [Name] and I am the [Title] of [Local/Department Name]. It is my great honor to stand before you as we celebrate a remarkable milestone: 70 years of partnership between the Muscular Dystrophy Association and the International Association of Fire Fighters.

Since 1954, thousands of dedicated fire fighters from across the country have participated in Fill the Boot, standing at street intersections and storefronts with their boots in hand to collect donations - one dollar at a time - from generous community members. Over the decades, our partnership has grown stronger, and our impact has multiplied, providing critical funds for research, treatments, and support services for those living with neuromuscular diseases.

As we embark on this year’s campaign, let us remember the profound difference we can make together. Your generosity helps [Local/Department Name] create a brighter future for people living with neuromuscular diseases.

Thank you for your continued support and dedication. Here’s to another successful year of making a difference, and here’s to celebrating 70 years of a truly impactful partnership. Thank you.
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	[Name] 
Fire Chief, [Department Name]
	Thank you, [Previous Speaker Name].

My name is [Name] and I am the [Title] of [Local/Department Name].

Today, we are here to launch this year’s Fill the Boot campaign, and we couldn't be more excited. This marks the beginning of our efforts to rally the community and support a cause that is near and dear to our hearts.

Over the [next few days], you’ll see our dedicated fire fighters out in the community with boots in hand, eager to raise funds for the Muscular Dystrophy Association. We have several locations lined up, and we encourage everyone to come out, engage with your local fire fighters, and contribute to this vital cause.

We are counting on you, [City], to help us make this year’s campaign the most successful one yet. Your generosity and support are what make this possible. Let’s come together, fill those boots, and make a real difference.

Thank you for your ongoing support, and let’s make this 70th year of partnership truly unforgettable. Thank you.
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	[Name]
Fill the Boot Coordinator 
	Thank you, Chief [Name] and President [Name], for your heartfelt words and for setting the stage for what promises to be an incredible year for Fill the Boot. 

My name is [Name] and I am the Fill the Boot Coordinator for [Local/Department Name]. It’s my pleasure to share a bit of history about this fire fighter tradition and highlight the amazing results from last year’s efforts.

Fill the Boot began in 1954 when the IAFF committed by proclamation to support the Muscular Dystrophy Association until a cure is found. What started as a humble effort by a few fire fighters in Boston quickly grew into a nationwide campaign. Year after year, fire fighters across the country have taken to the streets, boots in hand, to raise funds and awareness for those battling neuromuscular diseases. This enduring partnership has become a cornerstone of the fire service, demonstrating the unwavering dedication and compassion of our fire fighting community.

Last year, thanks to the extraordinary generosity of our community and the tireless efforts of our fire fighters, we raised [$000,000] for MDA.

Our success is a testament to the spirit of giving and the strength of [City]. As we look forward to this year’s campaign, let’s remember the profound impact we can have together. With your continued support, we aim to surpass last year’s total and make an even greater difference.
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	[Name]
Fill the Boot Coordinator
	Our 2024 Fill the Boot campaign will officially start on [Start Date] and run through [End Date]. Every dollar collected goes directly to the MDA, funding research, treatments, and support for individuals and families affected by neuromuscular diseases. You can find us collecting donations at [list intersections].

Our goal for 2024 is to raise [$000,000]. We believe that with your help, we can achieve and even exceed this target. Your contributions will fund crucial research, treatments, and support services for those affected by neuromuscular diseases, bringing us closer to a cure.

Additionally, all Fill the Boot supplies have a QR code that leads to an online fundraising site for Fill the Boot. If you don’t have cash, please donate online. It is as simple as scanning the QR code with your phone, searching for [Fire Department Name], and entering your information. This makes it easier than ever to contribute to this worthy cause.

And now, it is my honor to introduce [Mayor/City Council Member] [Name].
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	[Mayor/Council Member] [Name] 
City of [City]
	Good [morning/afternoon], everyone,

Thank you, [Fill the Boot Coordinator Name], for that insightful overview and for sharing the impressive results of last year’s campaign. It’s truly inspiring to see such dedication and community spirit in action.

As Mayor, I am incredibly proud to stand here today and express my unwavering support for our fire fighters and their steadfast commitment to Fill the Boot. For 70 years, our fire fighters have gone above and beyond their call of duty, not only protecting and serving our community but also dedicating their time and energy to raising funds for the Muscular Dystrophy Association.

The selflessness and compassion demonstrated by our fire fighters is truly remarkable. Their efforts have made a significant impact on the lives of many families affected by neuromuscular diseases, providing hope and much-needed resources. I am confident that this year’s campaign will be another resounding success, thanks to the generosity of our community and the hard work of our fire fighters.

Today, I am especially honored to introduce a local family who has been directly touched by the support of the MDA and the Fill the Boot campaign. Their story is a testament to the profound difference this initiative makes in people’s lives. Please join me in welcoming the [Family Name] family to share their journey with us. Thank you.
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	The [Name] Family
MDA Family
	We encourage every MDA family sharing their story to speak from the heart. If you’re unsure where to start, here are some helpful talking points:

· Introduce yourselves: name, family members present.
· Briefly explain your connection to MDA.
· Share the challenges and emotions you faced during the diagnosis process.
· Talk about your first interaction with MDA.
· Highlight specific ways MDA has helped, such as providing information, emotional support, or connecting you with resources.
· Discuss your experience with MDA Care Centers and the quality of care received.
· Mention any specialized treatments, therapies, or services that have made a significant difference.
· Share how MDA’s programs and services, such as summer camps or educational resources, have benefited your family.
· If applicable, share any personal connections or experiences with the fire department.
· Express heartfelt thanks to the fire department for their dedication to the Fill the Boot campaign and their support for MDA.
· Encourage the community to support the fire fighters in their fundraising efforts.
· Share a hopeful message about the future and the importance of continued support for MDA.
· Thank everyone for listening and for their generosity and support.
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	[Name]
President, [Local Name] 

	Thank you to everyone who has shared their stories and shown their support today. Your words remind us of the true impact of Fill the Boot and the difference we can make together.

As we conclude, let’s remember that every contribution, no matter how small, brings us one step closer to finding a cure and providing essential support to those living with neuromuscular disease. Our fire fighters are ready and eager to hit the streets, but we need your help to reach our 2024 goal.

To officially start this year’s campaign, we’re going to pass a boot around. This symbolic gesture marks the beginning of our fundraising efforts and is a powerful reminder of what we can achieve when we come together as a community. 

Thank you all for being here, for your continued support, and for helping us Fill the Boot for MDA.

Let’s get started!
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