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FDA Directors and Neurology Professors Weigh in on
Insights
and observations from a national survey
Drug Development

of adults and families living with neuromuscular disease

A master protocol is
designed to allow drug
developers to test
multiple interventions
in one or more patient
types or diseases
within the same
overall trial structure.

On April 15, MDA’s 2019 Clinical & Scientific Conference
kicked off with a keynote address and panel discussion,
where experts weighed in on the number of new drugs being
submitted to the FDA for review and the best strategies for
bringing them to market.
Keynote: From Discovery to Delivery
MDA was honored to have Janet Woodcock, M.D., director
of the Center for Drug Evaluation and Research (CDER) at
the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA), present the
keynote address.
Dr. Woodcock spoke about the current explosion of scientific
information that will lead to new treatments for neuromuscular
disease (NMD). According to Dr. Woodcock, new scientific
discoveries are “pouring out of the lab,” providing hope for
people with previously untreatable diseases.
But she also noted the challenges of developing drugs for
neuromuscular diseases.
Clinical development for neuromuscular disease drugs is
a long, expensive process, which can be tragic for patients.>
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