








fraternal and civic organizations 
joined with thousands of volun-
teers to increase fundraising totals 
in 2007.  They did so through such 
activities as golf tournaments, 
Muscle Team events, Shamrocks 
Against Dystrophy mobiles, Fill-
the-Boot drives, Lock-Ups and 
some of the largest gala social 
events ever fielded.

The Association’s major donor 
program, MDA Research Leaders, 
continued to gain strength. This 
special group of donors has chosen 
to play a leadership role by pro-
viding an extra level of support in 
the fight against musular dystro-
phy and related diseases.  Research 
Leaders receive biannual updates 
through the “MDA Research 
Leaders 
Report,” a spe-
cial publication 
providing an 
in-depth look 
at recent sig-
nificant research 
advances. 

MDA contin-
ued to expand 
its technol-
ogy-driven 
fundraising 
efforts through 
e-marketing 
campaigns and 

Web-based special events that 
brought corporate leaders into 
productive partnerships. Telethon 
online auctions were a notable 
aspect of this e-approach. 

Large national sponsors were a 
mainstay of MDA fundraising 
efforts, not only raising funds 
through a variety of events, but 
helping to spread awareness of 
MDA’s programs and services.

The 42nd annual national Telethon 
broadcast shared a viewing audi-
ence similar in size to such pres-
tigious broadcasts as the 2007 
Emmy Awards, Golden Globes and 
Academy Awards. 

Its success was directly due to the 
efforts of MDA’s number-one vol-
unteer, National Chairman Jerry 
Lewis, who continued, after more 
than 50 years, to light a fire under 
America on behalf of “his kids.”   
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